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Abstract. Armenia possesses exceptionally rich geoheritage formed by its complex geological structure 

and diverse geographical conditions. In addition to strictly geological formations, Armenian geoheritage 

also includes significant geographical features such as landscapes, mountain ecosystems, lakes, canyons 

etc. created through long-term natural processes. This diversity provides substantial opportunities for the 

development of sustainable tourism based on the conservation and responsible use of natural resources. The 

purpose of this study is to examine the role of Armenia’s geoheritage as a foundation for sustainable tourism 

development and to explore smart solutions that can support the effective management and promotion of 

geotourism resources. The research adopts a complex geographical approach that combines geoheritage 

assessment, tourism development analysis, and principles of sustainable resource management.  The study 

analyzes the potential of geoheritage to contribute to territorial resilience, regional economic 

diversification, and the development of local communities. At the same time, the research identifies several 

challenges, including insufficient infrastructure, limited digital promotion, and the need for integrated 

management of geotourism resources. In this context, the article highlights the importance of smart 

solutions in tourism planning, such as the use of GIS technologies, digital mapping, geotrails, mobile 

applications, and smart visitor management systems. The results suggest that integrating geoheritage into 

Armenia’s tourism policy can significantly strengthen sustainable tourism development while promoting 

environmental awareness and regional identity. 
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Abstract. The growing urgency of global sustainability challenges, combined with rapid digital 

transformation, has stimulated increasing interest in new frameworks capable of enhancing the resilience 

and adaptability of territorial systems. Within this context, the concept of Sustainability 4.0 highlights the 

integration of sustainability principles with Industry 4.0 technologies such as artificial intelligence, big data 

analytics, and the Internet of Things. While these technologies have been widely discussed in relation to 

smart cities and digital innovation, their potential role in strengthening the adaptive capacity of tourism 

destinations remains insufficiently explored.  

This study develops a conceptual framework that connects Sustainability 4.0, smart tourism technologies, 

experiential marketing, and territorial adaptive capacity within the context of sustainable tourism 

management. The research adopts a conceptual methodology based on a structured review and synthesis of 

academic literature in the fields of sustainability studies, tourism management, and digital innovation. The 

analysis highlights how smart tourism ecosystems enable data-driven destination management while 

facilitating the co-creation of immersive and meaningful tourism experiences.  

The proposed framework demonstrates that the integration of smart technologies and experiential marketing 

strategies can enhance visitor engagement, improve resource management, and strengthen the resilience of 

tourism territories. By linking digital transformation with sustainable tourism development, the study 

contributes to the emerging discourse on smart and adaptive tourism systems and provides managerial 

insights for tourism businesses and destination governance. 
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Abstract. Armenia’s tourism policy faces major challenges due to its particular geopolitical situation, as 

well as regional and international transformations. This paper analyzes the main trends in tourism in 

Armenia, its vulnerabilities, and strategies aimed at ensuring sustainable and resilient development. 

The vision for the sector, the main directions for its development, and the priorities of public policy are 

defined in the «Tourism Strategy of Armenia for the period 2020–2030», which serves as a political and 

strategic framework document. The «Strategic Program for 2026–2030», developed on this basis, specifies 

the measures and initiatives aimed at achieving these objectives. The analysis is based on aforementioned 

official documents and the legislative framework, as well as on the available statistical data.  

Using the example of the strategic region of Syunik, located on the southern border, the interactions between 

national policies, infrastructure, and local development are highlighted. Particular attention is paid to the 
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role of recent geopolitical transformations, post-conflict stabilization in the region, the potential unblocking 

of regional communications, and infrastructure investments (the TRIPP project and the “Crossroads of 

Peace” initiative) in ensuring access to Syunik’s resources, increasing their attractiveness, and thereby 

strengthening opportunities for economic development. 

The paper also emphasizes the importance of the participation of local communities and the strengthening 

of territorial governance. This case illustrates how a strategic region can become a model of sustainable 

tourism, combining economic development, heritage valorization, and adaptation to geopolitical 

transformations. 

 

 

 

4. Institutional Challenges and Features of Sustainable Tourism Development 

 

Tigran SARGSYAN, Yerevan State University, Armenia 

 

Tigran Sargsyan, Doctor of Geography, is Associate Professor at the Chair of Service, Faculty of 

Geography and Geology of Yerevan State University (YSU). Since 2022, he has also been teaching at the 

Department of Public Administration of the YSU Faculty of International Relations and at the YSU Center 

for American Studies. 

He has participated in a number of professional and academic training and exchange programs in Germany, 

the United States, Poland, Hungary, Belgium and other countries. 

The main spheres of his academic and research interests include: human geography, sustainable 

development and sustainable tourism, ecotourism, and sustainable urban development. He is the author of 

around 50 published works (scientific articles, educational and methodological materials, reports, etc.). 

Personal webpage: https://www.ysu.am/en/user/1047 ; tigran.sargsyan@ysu.am 

 

 

Abstract. Nowadays, tourism is one of the most rapidly developing sectors of economic activities playing 

a significant role in socio-economic development of countries and certain territories and communities. 

Intensive tourism development is accompanied by a number of challenges (environmental, social, 

organizational-institutional, etc.), which highlights the necessity of applying sustainable development 

principles. Essentially, the main goal of sustainable tourism is to ensure the long-term economic efficiency 

of tourism activities while preserving the natural environment and resources, protecting cultural heritage, 

and taking into account the interests of local communities and population. 

Various institutional systems play a key role in the process of sustainable tourism development: state 

institutions, local self-government bodies, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, etc. 

However, in the context of ensuring sustainable tourism, a number of institutional challenges often arise. 

These include insufficient cooperation between different governance systems and levels, fragmentation and 

inadequate coordination of sectoral development policies, insufficiency of regulatory mechanisms, limited 

or ineffective collaboration between various stakeholders. 

Meanwhile, sustainable tourism development necessarily implies long-term development planning, the 

active involvement of local communities, the protection and preservation of natural and cultural resources, 

and the assessment and monitoring of different social impacts of tourism activities. In this regard, effective 

institutional cooperation, application of scientific research findings and innovations, and continuous 

implementation of “good governance” mechanisms become particularly important. 

Thus, sustainable tourism development is possible only within an appropriate institutional environment that 

ensures effective cooperation among all stakeholders, responsible use of natural and cultural resources, and 

a balanced and sustainable development of territories and communities. 
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Abstract. This article examines the prospects and key challenges for the development of ecotourism and 

geotourism in the Kajaran community of the Republic of Armenia. Kajaran is one of the country’s most 

industrialized communities and hosts the Zangezur Copper-Molybdenum Combine (ZCMC), the largest 

mining enterprise in Armenia. The Kajaran copper-molybdenum deposit contains approximately 8% of the 

world’s molybdenum reserves and nearly 80% of Armenia’s copper reserves, while the extracted ore also 

includes gold, silver, and other valuable associated metals. Although mining activities significantly 

contribute to the economic development of the community and increase local incomes, they also generate 

considerable environmental pressures, including the pollution of air, water, and soil with heavy metals. 

Major anthropogenic sources of environmental impact include the open-pit mine on Mount Gandzasar, 

tailings storage facilities, waste rock dumps, and mining infrastructure. 

Under these conditions, the diversification of the local economy and the promotion of sustainable 

development become essential priorities. Tourism, particularly ecotourism and geotourism, represents a 

promising sector capable of contributing to both economic diversification and environmental conservation, 

while also creating new employment opportunities, especially for women. The mountainous relief of the 

Kajaran community, geological outcrops, rich water resources, forest ecosystems, biodiversity, as well as 

landforms created as a result of mining activities and anthropogenic landscapes create favorable conditions 

for the development of tourism. Natural monuments and scenic locations such as the Geghi River valley, 

Lake Gazana, Lake Kaputan, the Kaputjugh glacial cirque, Ajibaj Waterfall, and other protected sites 

further enhance the tourism potential of the area. 

The study concludes that the development of ecotourism and geotourism can play an important role in the 

diversified and inclusive development of the border and peripheral Kajaran community by supporting job 

creation, strengthening local identity, and promoting environmentally responsible use of natural resources. 
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Abstract. Within the Context of Contemporary Socio-Environmental Challenges Geotourism emerges not 

merely as a niche within the tourism industry but as a potent instrument for territorial resilience and nature 

conservation. It integrates the core principles of ecotourism with the preservation of geological heritage, 

establishing a "conservation through enhancement" paradigm. 

A pivotal advantage of geotourism lies in its profound educational potential. Geological and 

geomorphological sites—such as volcanoes, caves, and sedimentary formations—serve as exceptional 

platforms for bolstering public environmental awareness. By implementing educational initiatives focused 

on geological resources, both tourists and local communities gain a deeper understanding of the Earth’s 

evolutionary dynamics and pressing environmental issues. This approach fosters the archetype of the 

"responsible tourist," an individual who goes beyond mere observation to comprehend the inherent 

vulnerability of the landscape. 

The synergy between geotourism and education contributes directly to nature conservation. Engaging local 

populations in geo-projects ensures long-term financial stability for resource preservation while 

simultaneously generating socio-economic benefits. When a community recognizes the geological 

uniqueness of its territory as a valuable heritage, nature conservation evolves from an external imposition 

into an internal necessity. 

Consequently, the educational component of geotourism serves as a vital bridge connecting scientific 

knowledge with social responsibility. It facilitates the "smart" utilization of natural resources, thereby 

promoting community autonomy and adaptation to climate change. Aligned with the global sustainable 

development agenda, this strategic approach is fundamental to strengthening territorial resilience. 
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Abstract. The report presents the caves of the Republic of Armenia as unique geological monuments of 

nature, classified by their types. Due to a lack of awareness, the significance, uniqueness, and potential of 

caves as natural monuments are limited in their use within Armenia's tourism sector. 

There are a large number of caves in the territory of Armenia, which is a consequence of the high volcanic 

activity of the region. They have played a major role in shaping the culture of the people living in the 

Armenian Highland. Caves are ecological niches with a special, mysterious world. Very interesting 

geological and biological processes take place there, on which nature has worked for thousands of years. 

In Armenia, they have been inhabited from the dawn of humanity to the present day and served as homes, 

places of worship, and ritual spaces. 

The article presents the educational initiatives implemented by the H. Karapetyan Geological Museum of 

the Institute of Geological Sciences of the NAS RA, aimed at raising awareness about natural and bio-

historical heritage in the Vayots Dzor and Syunik regions. 

Research shows that underground cavities of various origins, sizes, and morphologies in Armenia can serve 

as a basis for the development of separate sectors of cave tourism. Tourist routes including show caves in 

the territory of Armenia are also being developed. The international experience is also presented, where 

cave halls are used for the presentation of museum exhibits, wine tasting, and the organization of various 

cultural events. 
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Abstract. This article examines the characteristics of geotourism as a sustainable direction of 21st- century 

tourism and its potential in the Republic of Armenia. The authors analyze the applicability of the "ABC" 

(Abiotic, Biotic, Cultural) model of geotourism using the example of Armenian landscapes, emphasizing 

the close interconnection between geological heritage and cultural values. Through a SWOT analysis, the 

article identifies the strengths of the sector as well as challenges such as the lack of scientific interpretation, 

insufficient infrastructure, and potential conflicts of interest with the mining industry, which threaten the 

conservation of unique geosites. Special attention is paid to the prospects of establishing UNESCO Global 

Geoparks in the Vayots Dzor and Gegham Mountains regions as a new model for sustainable development. 

The article argues that the success of geotourism depends on a tripartite cooperation between the state, the 

scientific community, and the private sector, as well as the creation of "educational trail" infrastructure. 

Particular emphasis is placed on the involvement of local communities as a guarantee for the long-term 

management and viability of geoparks. It is proposed to develop a clear strategy to transform the 

conservation of geological heritage into a tourism product, which will allow Armenia to integrate into the 

global network of geoparks while stimulating socio economic development in the regions. Furthermore, the 

necessity of scientific- educational work and eco-enlightenment activities is highlighted to raise public 

awareness and perception of geotourism. 
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Abstract. Specially Protected Areas (SPAs) play a key role in biodiversity conservation. In modern 

conditions, they act as areas where environmental conservation and tourism development potential 

converge. The development of sustainable tourism in SPAs is considered a form of economic activity that 

is capable of ensuring both the conservation of these areas and the socio-economic development of adjacent 

communities. The Republic of Armenia is endowed with exceptional natural resources, but the tourism 

potential of SPAs is still not fully realized. This reality is particularly relevant in the case of the Khosrov 

Forest State Reserve, which is distinguished by its unique ecosystems and rich historical and cultural 

heritage. In recent years, systematic work has been carried out in the reserve to develop tourism 

infrastructure, as a result of which a steady increase in the number of visitors has been recorded. However, 

the full realization of the reserve’s tourism potential is hindered by a number of challenges: financial 

constraints, insufficient involvement of communities, and ecological risks. 

Therefore, the sustainable development of tourism in the reserve necessarily implies a systematic approach. 

In this context, the following key areas are highlighted: improving tourism infrastructure, attracting 

alternative sources of financing, promoting the participation of adjacent communities, and strengthening 

environmental safeguards. The measures planned in the above areas will enable the Khosrov Forest State 

Reserve to position itself as a sustainable tourism center, ensuring the combined implementation of 

environmental, socio-economic, and scientific-educational objectives․ 
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Abstract. This report explains the strong connection between protecting historical sites and the long-term 

growth of local communities. In many traditional villages in Armenia, historical buildings and 

environments are being destroyed. This leads to a loss of local culture and creates economic problems for 

the people living there. To solve this, the report suggests creating "ethno-villages." This idea aims to use 

historical values to meet the modern needs of the community. In this study, an ethno-village is seen as a 

living place where history is not just something to look at, but a tool to improve daily life and help the 

village become financially independent. By using historical facts and research, the study shows that 

bringing back traditional crafts and repairing old buildings are essential steps for a village's future. A very 

important part of this plan is the active role of the local people. Instead of just receiving help, the residents 

become the actual guardians and managers of their own culture. This creates new jobs and gives the 

community a new sense of pride and potential. The conclusion shows that using this organized model will 

help turn struggling areas into active and successful communities. This process keeps the history real and 

accurate while helping the village grow for many years. It also ensures that Armenian culture is passed 

down safely to future generations. 
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Abstract. Tourism security is a relatively recent discipline within tourism theory. It is closely linked to the 

concept of sustainable tourism promoted by the UN Tourism (formerly UNWTO). Implementing its 

principles is inseparable from a form of tourism that is conscious of its environmental impact and capable 

of simultaneously meeting the needs of tourists, local communities, and industry professionals. The 

educational level of stakeholders in sustainable tourism must foster increased awareness regarding the 

rigorous application of this concept. Various scientific and educational programs, trainings, and awareness 

campaigns should aim for the following objectives: 1) respecting the way of life, traditions, and interests 

of local communities; 2) guaranteeing the efficient use of natural resources by prioritizing their long-term 

preservation; 3) ensuring a viable and lasting economic activity for all stakeholders involved. Increased 

awareness of ecotourism and geotourism will directly contribute to preserving the integrity of ecosystems, 

creating economic opportunities that ensure the financial stability necessary for the conservation of natural 

resources, and fostering the secure implementation of various forms of tourism while promoting 

environmental ethics. This report aims to examine the challenges of environmental and educational 

awareness, as well as the difficulties associated with university-level teaching in this field. These issues 

will be addressed through an interdisciplinary perspective, intersecting history, cultural heritage 

preservation, ethnography, and tourism security. 
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Abstract. The developing prospects of geotourism have not left Armenia untouched, where there is 

sufficient potential, labor and natural, historical and cultural resources to contribute to the development of 

this branch of tourism. Geotourism is quite promising for the Republic of Armenia, as a mountainous 

country, and has acquired a pronounced socio-economic significance. 

In the Republic of Armenia, particularly in the Syunik region, the development of geotourism will have a 

positive impact on economic growth and the improvement of the quality of the population’s life, and will 

contribute to solving the existing problems of socio-economic, as well as regional uneven development. 

There is a need to assess and engage in the prerequisites for the development of geotourism in the Syunik 

region. The dynamic development of agrotourism in the region, particularly in border villages, will allow 

creating additional jobs, contributing to rapid economic growth and reducing external and internal 

migration. The Syunik region, as a peripheral and border region of the Republic of Armenia, is a suitable 

object for a complex and systematic study of the tourism industry. 

Recently, one type of tourism that has been booming is agrotourism. Agrotourism supposes temporarily 

staying of visitors in rural areas for the purpose of active recreation. This is a great way to relax for people 

who live in big cities. Visitors expect to enjoy nature and get acquainted with rural areas, life, lifestyle, 

traditions and rituals in such a vacation. This form of recreation gives visitors, tourists, especially city 

dwellers, the opportunity to gain knowledge about running a farm, get acquainted with the production of 

agricultural products, taste natural, fresh and healthy food, as well as take advantage of unusual 

entertainment opportunities. 

 

 

 

13.  Integrating Specially Protected Areas into Tourism Academic Programs 

 

Meri VARDANYAN, Brusov State University, Armenia 

 

Meri Vardanyan is a PhD student at the chair of "Pedagogy and Language Teaching Methodology" at 

Brusov State University. The topic of her dissertation is "The Formation of Ecological Competence of 

Tourism Students" the aim of which is to substantiate the need to develop ecological competence among 

tourism students and to propose a model for its formation. She is studying at the Master's degree program 

"Biodiversity Research and Conservation" at the International Scientific-Educational Center at the National 

Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia. 

She works as an environmental impact assessment expert. Her scientific interests are in the field of 

ecological education, ecotourism, and biodiversity conservation. She has authored nine scientific articles 

and participated in several conferences. 

merivardanyanv@gmail.com  
 

Abstract. In modern world the application of sustainable development concept increasingly emphasizes 

the importance of ecological education in various professional fields, including tourism. In this context, 

mailto:alaverdyanhermine2020@gmail.com
mailto:merivardanyanv@gmail.com


specially protected areas (SPAs) acquire special importance, which, besides being the main platforms for 

biodiversity conservation, are also considered as effective learning environments promoting to the 

consolidation of ecological knowledge and the formation of environmental values. 

Specially protected areas are unique “living laboratories” where students have the opportunity to directly 

interact with the natural environment and apply theoretical knowledge in practical situations. The 

importance of this approach is determined by several factors. First, the demand for sustainable development 

and sustainable tourism is globally growing requiring the training of specialists with appropriate knowledge 

and skills. In addition, traditional teaching methods are gradually being redefined in the modern educational 

system, and field and experiential learning models are widely used promoting to more effective acquisition 

of knowledge. 

Practical training organized in specially protected natural areas plays an important role in the development 

of students' professional skills. This learning environment helps students not only deepen their knowledge 

of sustainable tourism, environmental protection and natural resource management, but also gain the 

practical skills necessary to work effectively in the field. 
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Abstract: The problem of waste is gradually becoming an ecological threat for the global community, the 

danger of which is growing.  The sharp increase in waste under modern conditions requires a transition to 

a circular economy, which is impossible to achieve without behavioral changes among broad sections of 

society. Despite the implementation of technical solutions, a lack of public awareness remains one of the 

main obstacles to sustainable waste management. Proper waste management has numerous benefits: 

economic (job creation, positive impact on tourism, effective resource management), public health (reduced 

health risks through decreased soil, water, and air pollution), and environmental (reduction of greenhouse 

gas emissions, decreased hazardous waste pollution) benefits. 

The research paper is to substantiate the effectiveness of integrated learning in raising awareness about 

waste management. It attempts to answer the following questions: to what extent does establishing 

interdisciplinary connections contribute to the formation of conscious eco-behavior, and what are the main 

advantages of implementing an integrated model? The research is based on an integrated learning 

methodology. The ecological component was not treated as a separate theoretical course but was integrated 

with other disciplines. 

The types of waste and their decomposition time periods are analyzed, emphasizing the severity of the 

problem.  It is shown that the growth of waste requires not only technological solutions but also educational 

interventions aimed at promoting waste sorting, a culture of recycling, and responsible consumption. 

The “education-action” model is proposed, in which theoretical knowledge is transformed through 

interdisciplinary connections into a measurable outcome aimed at waste reduction. 
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Abstract: Tourism is one of the most dynamically developing and economically significant sectors of the 

global economy, and its importance continues to increase steadily. In the context of the ongoing expansion 

of the international tourism market, new directions and specialized forms of tourism are emerging and 

developing in order to respond to the diverse and evolving demands of modern travelers. Among these, 

ecotourism has become one of the most rapidly developing and promising directions within the tourism 

industry. 

The present research is devoted to the identification and assessment of the potential and opportunities for 

the development of ecotourism in the Syunik region of the Republic of Armenia, with the aim of 

highlighting the region’s natural and cultural resources and evaluating their prospects for sustainable 

tourism development. It examines the role of ecotourism in the diversification of tourism offerings in the 

Syunik region, as well as its contribution to environmental protection and the socio-economic development 

of the region. The recreational resources and the rich historical and cultural heritage of Syunik are analyzed 

as key prerequisites for the development of ecotourism. Furthermore, the research proposes possible 

approaches for the more effective utilization of the region’s tourism potential and for fostering the 

sustainable development of ecotourism in Syunik. 
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Abstract. Hiking is increasingly recognized not only as a form of active recreation but also as an 

educational and social platform that fosters teamwork, environmental stewardship, and awareness of local 

culture. In contemporary society, hiking activities are gradually emerging as an effective means of youth 

engagement, strengthening young people’s connection with nature and promoting the development of 

responsible environmental values. In this context, hiking programs can be considered an important tool for 

encouraging youth participation and raising environmental awareness. 

This approach is particularly relevant within the framework of sustainable tourism. The development of 

sustainable tourism requires models capable of balancing economic, social, and environmental dimensions 

while promoting the active involvement of local communities. Hiking activities may serve as an effective 

mechanism for youth engagement by facilitating the recognition, conservation, and responsible use of 

natural and geological heritage. Within this framework, the concept of geoparks is of particular importance, 

representing an integrated model that combines geoheritage conservation, education, and local socio-

economic development. 

The study is based on hiking activities conducted across the territory of the Republic of Armenia over the 

past five years (74 routes), supported by field observations and surveys among hiking participants. The 

findings indicate that hiking initiatives can function as an effective mechanism for promoting sustainable 

tourism development, particularly in mountainous and environmentally vulnerable areas. Moreover, they 

contribute to strengthening environmental responsibility among young people, fostering interest in local 

natural and cultural heritage, and encouraging active participation in community-based initiatives. 
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Abstract. The article examines ecotourism as a factor contributing to psychological well-being and the 

formation of environmental awareness. The theoretical part of the study presents modern interpretations of 

the concept of ecotourism and its psychological significance. Several scientific approaches are analyzed, 

including R. Ryff’s theory of psychological well-being, R. and S. Kaplan’s Attention Restoration Theory, 

R. Ulrich’s Stress Reduction Theory, and E. O. Wilson’s Biophilia hypothesis. These theoretical 

perspectives suggest that direct interaction with nature contributes to emotional stability, stress reduction, 

and the restoration of psychological resources. 

Special attention is given to ecotherapy and apitherapy as nature-based psychological approaches. 

Apitherapy is considered not only from a medical perspective but also from a psychological standpoint, as 

a means of relaxation and emotional balance within a natural environment. 

To support the theoretical framework, an experimental study was conducted using an author-designed 

questionnaire. Participants included individuals from different age groups who were involved in 

ecotourism-related activities. The findings indicate that participation in ecotourism experiences is 

associated with a decrease in stress levels as well as an increase in emotional balance and environmental 

awareness. 

The results suggest that ecotourism can be considered an effective environment for psychological 

restoration and for the development of responsible attitudes toward nature. The study also highlights the 

interdisciplinary significance of ecotourism, integrating perspectives from psychology, ecology, and 

sustainable development. The development of ecotourism can contribute both to the preservation of 

individual mental health and to the enhancement of environmental awareness in society. 
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Abstract. Education at all levels is an essential prerequisite for achieving the goals of sustainable 

development, including poverty reduction, community empowerment, and the development of sustainable 

and responsible tourism. In the modern world, raising awareness about environmental protection and the 

rational use of natural resources has become a priority. Therefore, it is necessary to focus on improving and 

expanding the capacities of the educational system in order to achieve higher learning outcomes. Enhancing 

educational capacity, applying innovative teaching methods, and effectively using information and 

communication technologies can significantly improve educational outcomes and promote the 

dissemination of sustainable development ideas. The aim of this article is to examine the role of education 

in raising environmental awareness, as well as its key importance in shaping sustainable and responsible 

tourism. University education should not only provide professional knowledge but also foster a broad 

worldview, ethical responsibility, and an understanding of the interconnection between society, technology, 

and nature. Education should cultivate a culture of responsibility toward future generations and promote 

values that support sustainable development. 

These challenges cannot be addressed within the framework of a single scientific discipline. They require 

close cooperation between natural sciences, social sciences, economics, and the humanities. Therefore, 

educational programs should encourage interdisciplinary learning and cooperation between different fields, 

helping students understand how various aspects of human activity influence society and the environment. 

At present, we are witnessing global climatic, biological, and geological (landscape) changes occurring 

across the planet, affecting the quality of human life regardless of place of residence. In addition to 

academic education, raising students’ awareness of environmental issues is also supported by the 

implementation of non-formal educational programs organized by universities, such as seminars, training 

courses, youth programs, volunteer initiatives, and environmental campaigns. 
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Abstract. In the context of globalization and the intensification of international mobility, tourism has 

emerged as a major driver of cultural exchange and economic development. In this perspective, learning 

foreign languages constitutes a key factor in promoting cultural heritage and fostering intercultural 

communication. The French language, in particular, continues to play an important role in international 

cultural exchanges and in networks of educational and institutional cooperation. In a context marked by the 

expansion of international tourism and the need to preserve cultural and natural heritage, proficiency in 

foreign languages appears to be an essential tool for intercultural mediation. This study highlights the 

contribution of the French language to improving the reception of French-speaking visitors, enhancing the 

value of heritage sites, and promoting responsible tourism practices. Furthermore, Armenia’s integration 

into the networks of the International Organisation of La Francophonie encourages the development of 

educational and cultural projects that contribute to the promotion of sustainable tourism. The analysis 

therefore shows that the dissemination of the French language represents a strategic lever for strengthening 

the country’s tourism attractiveness while encouraging practices that respect the environment and local 

communities. In the field of tourism, language is not limited to a communicative function; it also serves as 

a means of symbolic and cultural transmission. The presence of tourism professionals who master French 

makes it possible to establish a closer relationship with French-speaking visitors and to offer a more 

nuanced interpretation of Armenian heritage. 
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Abstract. Cultural rights, as an integral part of fundamental human rights, are enshrined in Article 27 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights. They imply the inalienable right to access, enjoy, and transmit cultural heritage 

to future generations. However, as a result of the military actions of 2020–2023 and the depopulation of 

Nagorno-Karabakh, approximately 150,000 forcibly displaced persons, as well as international tourists, 

have been deprived of access to masterpieces of Armenian medieval architecture, including Dadivank, 

Gandzasar, Amaras, and thousands of other monuments—around 10,000 in total. 

The study considers the alienation of monuments from their bearer community as a factor undermining 

ethno-cultural identity and violating fundamental human rights. By dismantling the foundations of 

territorial resilience, this process restricts cultural rights and limits the prospects for sustainable tourism 

development. 

https://yerevan.academia.edu/ArmineTigranyan


The physical and identity-based isolation of monuments from their ethno-cultural bearers leads to the 

disruption of the vitality of the Armenian Christian historical landscape. This process deprives the region 

of the strategic opportunity to recover through the tools of responsible tourism and to realize its resilience 

potential. The ongoing policy of cultural genocide and identity appropriation in the region—manifested in 

the falsification of Armenian ecclesiastical complexes as “Caucasian Albanian”—turns the cultural 

landscape into a “high-risk vulnerability zone.” The deliberate distortion of historical significance and 

authenticity, including the artificial Islamization of the Christian landscape, the construction of mosques on 

Christian sites, and the policy of Azerbaijani reattribution of monuments, significantly hinders the right of 

displaced persons, tourists, and other groups to engage with heritage in an authentic manner. 

Cultural rights, which include access to heritage sites, the ability to enjoy them, and access to objective 

knowledge, require clear mechanisms, including international monitoring and guarantees of information 

accessibility. Therefore, the transition from vulnerability to resilience presupposes, first and foremost, the 

restoration of cultural rights, which will serve as a foundation for post-war recovery and the development 

of a responsible tourism ecosystem in the region. 
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Abstract. Spatial development implies a reduction of the role of administrative borders, as a result of which 

the impact of cross-border obstacles also decreases. In this case, the network approach to actions is 

prioritized, which means the management of joint projects involving different, even non-bordering regions 

in case of Armenia, minimizing the role of the administrative borders of the regions. Spatial projects 

implemented within sustainable tourism can provide economic, social and environmental impact between 

the regions of Armenia located in different geographical areas. This can be achieved through the creation 

and management of database in the field of sustainable tourism, the maintenance of statistics, the 

development of joint strategies and the introduction of local regulations, which were also discussed in the 

study. The localization of various provisions of the green, sustainable and digital agenda in the tourism 

sector of Armenia through the spatial management principles will be an important contribution in the 

context of the economic, social and environmental development of the regions of Armenia, which is the 

axis of this study. In this context, of the study is to analyze the possibilities of implementation of spatial 

projects between the Tavush and Syunik regions through a network approach. 
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Abstract. The Ertych and Noravank sections in central Armenia expose well-preserved Frasnian–

Famennian sedimentary successions and represent important natural laboratories for Late Devonian 

palaeontological research. Beyond their scientific significance, their exceptional fossil richness, 

accessibility, and high-quality exposure make them highly suitable for sustainable geotourism 

development. These sections yield diverse and well-preserved fossil assemblages, including microfossils 

(conodonts, ostracods, and organic-walled palynomorphs such miospores, acritarchs, prasinophytes and 

chitinozoans) and macrofossils (brachiopods, trilobites, gastropods, placoderm fishes, and plant remains), 

many of which are directly observable on the field. These two sections preserve a unique snapshot of Late 

Devonian marine ecosystems (ca. 371 Ma), allowing reconstruction of their structure and responses to 

major environmental perturbations, including the Kellwasser Crisis, and are therefore highly suitable for 

public outreach. This study presents the potential of the Ertych and Noravank sections by integrating their 

palaeontological significance with their geological and landscape value in order to assess their suitability 

for geotourism initiatives and broader regional development strategies for sustainable development of the 

Vayots Dzor, Armenia. In this context, palaeontological heritage is considered a strategic resource for 

enhancing sustainable tourism and strengthening territorial resilience in rural regions. 
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Résumé. Les sanctions occidentales imposées à la Russie depuis 2014, puis fortement renforcées après le 

déclenchement du conflit armé russo-ukrainien en 2022, ont profondément transformé l’économie et les 

habitudes de consommation des Russes. Parmi les secteurs les plus affectés – mais aussi profondément 

reconfigurés – on trouve le tourisme. C’est dans ce contexte de sanctions sans précédent et de restrictions 

de mobilité internationale, que la Russie a connu un véritable essor dans son tourisme intérieur. Les citoyens 

russes se sont très activement tournés vers le tourisme intérieur, vers les destinations nationales, tout en 

dynamisant les entreprises et infrastructures touristiques locales. Cette étude s’intéresse, entre autres, au 

rôle de l’État dans l’adaptation et la restructuration du secteur touristique, à la capacité des acteurs du 

tourisme à répondre à la demande intérieure croissante. Elle analyse dans quelle mesure cette dynamique 

contribue au développement économique de certaines régions et s’inscrit dans une politique plus large de 

réorientation nationale qui vise à réduire la dépendance vis-à-vis de l’Occident, à soutenir les économies 

régionales, à encourager une forme de consommation patriotique. Bien que cette évolution ne compense 

pas entièrement la perte d’ouverture du tourisme international, le tourisme intérieur est progressivement 

devenu un outil de compensation économique face à la diminution des flux touristiques étrangers. Enfin, 

une attention particulière sera portée au développement de l’écotourisme qui apparaît aujourd’hui comme 

l’un des segments les plus dynamiques du tourisme intérieur en Russie. 

 

 

 

 

24. Concilier écotourisme et mobilités : décarboner l’accès, les déplacements au sein des territoires. 

Utopie ou réalité ?  

 

Marie-Agnès LANNEAUX, Université de Lille, France 

 

Marie-Agnès Լanneaux est Maître de conférences en géographie humaine et physique à l’Université de 

Lille au sein de deux composantes : l’IUT de Lille (site de Tourcoing) et l’UFR de Langues Etrangères 

Appliquées (site de Roubaix). Elle enseigne la géographie des échanges, la géographie urbaine, la 

géographie et géopolitique des destinations touristiques. Elle est membre associée de l’UMR MATRIS 

(Mobilités, Aménagement, Transports, Risques et Société) de CY Paris Cergy Université-CEREMA. Ses 

travaux de recherche sont orientés autour de deux axes, d’une part les interactions entre les activités du 

tourisme et les territoires et, d’autre part, le rôle des infrastructures de transport et leurs effets au sein des 

territoires, et les stratégies d’aménagement et de développement réalisées par les différents acteurs. 

marie-agnes.lanneaux@univ-lille.fr  

 

Résumé․ L’écotourisme promeut la préservation des écosystèmes et l’éducation au vivant mais comment 

les touristes se rendent-ils et se déplacent-ils au sein des territoires visités, explorés plus ou moins, éloignés 

de leur lieu de résidence principale ? Quels modes de transports privilégient-ils ? En effet, le transport, 

responsable de 80 % des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, constitue de nos jours un des facteurs majeurs 

de vulnérabilité des destinations touristiques nationales et internationales face au changement climatique. 

La dépendance à la voiture personnelle pour les déplacements à courte et moyenne distance (à l’échelle 

nationale, à l’échelle européenne), l’utilisation de l’avion pour les déplacements de longue distance (à 

l’échelle internationale) contribuent, augmentent la vulnérabilité des territoires. Cette communication 

s’intéresse donc aux déplacements des visiteurs à destination des lieux touristiques et sur place, ainsi qu’à 

la volonté, la capacité des différents acteurs à intégrer une mobilité plus respectueuse des écosystèmes. 

Ainsi, des stratégies touristiques mises en œuvre à différentes échelles territoriales seront étudiées 

(développement de l’intermodalité rail-vélo, mise en place de l’itinérance avec des modes doux, etc.). 

L’analyse de ces dernières, d’actions à différentes échelles permettra de cerner les enjeux, les forces et les 

faiblesses, les freins à la mise en place d’une mobilité décarbonée, respectueuse des territoires. Diverses 

sources documentaires et statistiques, des articles de la presse régionale, nationale ainsi que des rencontres 

avec des professionnels du secteur permettront de répondre à ces interrogations. 
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25. Quand l’éthique touristique, l’écologie de la culture et l’innovation territoriale se réunissent 

pour un projet commun de tourisme créateur de liens  

 

Frédéric LAMANTIA, Université Catholique de Lyon, France 

Nataliia MOROZ, SMASH (Société de Mathématiques appliquées et de Sciences Humaines), Paris, 

France 

 

Frédéric Lamantia est docteur en géographie et Maître de conférences à l’Université Catholique de Lyon 

(UCLy), membre de l’Unité de Recherche Confluence Sciences et Humanités (groupe « Langues, cultures 

et imaginaires »). Il a travaillé à l’Observatoire Européen de Géopolitique (1994-2007) puis comme 

consultant en géomarketing culturel, notamment pour l’Opéra National de Paris. Sa thèse porte sur l’analyse 

géographique et géopolitique de l’opéra en France. Il enseigne à l’UCLy et dans plusieurs grandes écoles 

la géopolitique, le tourisme, y compris le tourisme durable, la valorisation des produits du terroir ainsi que 

les enjeux culturels liés au soft power et les interactions entre art et transition écologique. Il a dirigé des 

coopérations universitaires internationales, notamment les Masters franco-ukrainien et franco-géorgien 

Tourisme et Patrimoines (2013-2023). Membre du Conseil scientifique de la SMASH (Société de 

Mathématiques appliquées et de Sciences Humaines) et du Conseil d’administration de Biovallée, il articule 

recherche académique, expertise territoriale et médiation culturelle. 

flamantia@univ-catholyon.fr  

 

Nataliia Moroz est docteure en géographie et linguiste. Sa thèse, intitulée « Patrimoine, patrimonialisation, 

dépatrimonialisation : quelles images et quelles pratiques touristiques pour l’Ukraine ? », analyse les 

recompositions mémorielles, identitaires et touristiques dans un contexte de tensions géopolitiques post-

soviétiques, mettant en lumière les formes de résilience scientifique, mémorielle et territoriale. 

Actuellement médiatrice scientifique à la SMASH (Société de Mathématiques appliquées et de Sciences 

Humaines), elle développe des projets liés à la transition écologique et sociétale, à l’innovation territoriale 

et au développement durable, articulant recherche, pédagogie, coopération internationale et expertise 

stratégique des territoires. Forte de quinze années d’expérience universitaire internationales (Masters 

franco-ukrainien et franco-géorgien Tourisme et Patrimoines), elle a enseigné le tourisme, l’éthique du 

tourisme et la géopolitique en France et à l’international. Ses travaux portent sur l’évolution des activités 

touristiques et patrimoniales dans l’espace postsoviétique et sur les liens entre géopolitique, tourisme et 

résilience territoriale. 

moroz.nataliia.icv@gmail.com  

 

Résumé․ Face à l’intensification des vulnérabilités climatiques, hydriques et socio-économiques, le 

tourisme constitue un révélateur des fragilités territoriales. Peut-il néanmoins devenir un levier de 

résilience ? Cette communication analyse les conditions dans lesquelles l’éthique touristique, l’écologie de 

la culture et l’innovation territoriale peuvent converger vers un projet commun d’adaptation systémique. 

Inscrite dans le champ de la géographie du tourisme et des études territoriales, notre approche considère le 

tourisme comme un système relationnel inscrit dans des milieux écologiques et sociaux. L’éthique du 

tourisme y est envisagée comme principe de responsabilité envers les patrimoines naturels et culturels ainsi 

qu’envers les populations locales, condition d’une réelle soutenabilité. Par ailleurs, l’écologie de la culture 

permet d’analyser les interactions entre représentations, pratiques et modes de vie, en dépassant une lecture 

strictement économique du phénomène touristique. L’étude de cas porte sur la Biovallée, territoire engagé 

dans une transition écologique structurée. Les réseaux d’éco-hébergeurs et les initiatives locales illustrent 

ainsi une territorialisation du tourisme fondée sur la coconstruction et la valorisation des ressources 

endogènes. Cette dynamique s’accompagne d’une réflexion approfondie sur l’innovation territoriale et la 

gestion des ressources, en particulier l’eau, ressource vitale et condition structurante de toute activité 

humaine, notamment touristique. À ce titre, le projet de jumeau numérique du bassin versant de la Drôme 

a pour objectif des modéliser les dynamiques hydrologiques comme les usages afin d’anticiper les tensions. 

Il s’articule avec d’autres outils d’intelligence territoriale développés par la SMASH. Nous formulons donc 
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l’hypothèse qu’un tourisme pensé comme écosystème relationnel et soutenu par des dispositifs 

d’intelligence territoriale peut constituer un vecteur concret de résilience associant innovation scientifique 

et valorisation du patrimoine matériel et immatériel local propres aux traditions séculaires. 

 

 

 

26. Les influenceurs numériques : les nouveaux médiateurs du tourisme durable 

 

Tarik CHAMI, Université de Béjaïa, Algérie 

 

Tarik Chami est docteur d’État (HDR) en Sciences de l’information et de la communication. Chargé de 

cours depuis 2019 au département d’Information et Communication de l’Université de Béjaïa (Algérie), il 

s’intéresse particulièrement aux technologies de l’information et de la communication (TIC), aux médias 

et à leurs interactions avec la société. Ses recherches portent également sur les dynamiques d’acteurs 

sociaux et médiatiques dans les espaces physiques et numériques, ainsi que sur les controverses sociales et 

environnementales. 

chami_tarik@yahoo.fr  

 

Résumé. Au cours des deux dernières années, plusieurs créateurs de contenus étrangers ont contribué à 

faire découvrir, à travers les réseaux sociaux, des territoires touristiques algériens encore peu visibles à 

l’international, notamment le Sahara, le Tassili, le littoral, les parcs nationaux ou les massifs montagneux. 

Dans un contexte marqué par l’essor des plateformes numériques, ces « vlogueurs » de voyage jouent un 

rôle croissant dans la promotion internationale des destinations touristiques et dans la construction de leur 

image. Cependant, cette visibilité numérique soulève plusieurs interrogations : les influenceurs participent-

ils à la valorisation d’un tourisme durable ou favorisent-ils plutôt une logique de tourisme spectaculaire ? 

Comment leurs contenus contribuent-ils à façonner l’image touristique de l’Algérie ? Cette communication 

propose d’analyser le rôle des influenceurs étrangers dans la promotion des territoires touristiques algériens 

à partir d’une analyse de contenu de vidéos YouTube consacrées à l’Algérie et ayant généré une forte 

audience (plus de 100 000 vues). L’étude porte sur plusieurs chaînes de voyage présentant des profils variés 

d’influenceurs : des macro-influenceurs internationaux dont les audiences dépassent le million d’abonnés, 

mais aussi des créateurs de taille intermédiaire ou des micro-influenceurs produisant un volume plus 

important de contenus dédiés au pays. Les résultats préliminaires de l’analyse montent que ces influenceurs 

apparaissent comme un levier émergent de promotion touristique et de diplomatie d’image, susceptible 

d’accompagner la valorisation durable des territoires. 

 

 

27. Équilibre territoire – destination. L’émergence d’un bien commun 

 

Olivier SAISSI, Université de Toulon, France 

 

Olivier Saissi est Maître de conférences ès Sciences de gestion à la Faculté de Langues, Lettres et Sciences 

Humaines à l’Université de Toulon, membre du laboratoire de recherche BABEL. En 1996, il a soutenu sa 

thèse en sciences de Gestion à l’Université de Nice intitulée « L’adaptation stratégique de l’organisation 

dans un contexte de libéralisation : le cas du transport aérien. » Il a vingt-six années d’ancienneté affecté 

successivement à l’Université de Metz, l’Université de la Nouvelle Calédonie et l’Université de Toulon. 

 saissi@univ-tln.fr 

 

Résumé. Au XVIIIe siècle, une nouvelle routine sociale apparait : le tourisme. D’abord réservé aux 

aristocrates, qui veulent imiter les rois, cette pratique s’étend à la bourgeoisie naissante du XIXe pour inclure 

au XXe siècle le monde ouvrier. Çà et là des destinations, groupement économique d’acteurs privés, 

naissent. Outre la pratique, les lieux visités font l’objet de mimétisme. Au fil du temps, tout le monde veut 
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aller au même endroit. Cependant, la mixité sociale ne sied point aux touristes. Lorsque les classes 

moyennes arrivent, les plus aisés vont ailleurs. Les acteurs de la destination, voulant soutenir leurs activités 

économiques, voire les développer, tentent d’accroitre le nombre de touristes. Le territoire, zone 

géographique où vivent les locaux non impliqués dans l’activité touristique, devient de plus en plus rétif à 

ces mouvements. Les frictions entre populations éphémères et population pérenne deviennent plus intenses. 

Saturation des infrastructures, pollutions, hausses des prix sont d’autant d’exemples que l’on peut citer. La 

destination tente de temporiser les choses en mettant en évidence l’influence sur l’emploi local, sans 

préciser l’ampleur des rémunérations. De plus, le territoire conteste la légitimité des bénéfices réalisés par 

la destination. La maxime d’un Bien Commun s’impose pour trouver un équilibre dût-il être instable. Au 

préalable à toute saison, les acteurs du territoire et de la destination s’entendent sur une juste répartition des 

fruits de l’activité touristique. La recherche d’un intérêt commun doit conduire à la diminution des gains 

individuels attendus. Certains lieux comme le Bhoutan ou la Namibie y parviennent. D’autres mettent fin 

à leurs activités touristiques comme l’île de Pâques. Cependant dans de très nombreuses situations, le 

tourisme de masse donne lieu à un surtourisme difficilement maîtrisable.   

 

 

 

 

 

28. L’agritourisme, une forme de tourisme durable et de sauvegarde de la biodiversité 

 

Antonella MAURI, Université de Lille, France 

 

Antonella Mauri est Professeure de langue, littérature et civilisation italiennes à la Facultés des Langues, 

Cultures et Société de l’Université de Lille, responsable de la composante d’italien LEA. Parmi ses sujets 

de recherche : histoire sociale des femmes en Italie au XIXe-XXe siècle ; image et représentation 

(stéréotypes, iconologie, BD, publicité, photographie, dessin, graphisme…) ; identité et altérité, 

autobiographie et écriture de Soi ; littérature de voyage. Elle est membre du comité de rédaction de la revue 

Atlante (UDL) et du comité scientifique de la revue Quaderni dell’ORC/Cahiers de l’ORC - Observatoire 

du Récit Criminel, (UCA). Elle a récemment dirigé la publication de La médecine des femmes. Les 

soignantes dans la littérature, la culture et les arts italiennes, Italies n. 27, Presses de l’Université Aix-

Marseille 2023, et codirigé Écritures de l’exil au féminin : de la transgression au métissage (Italie-

Méditerranée, XIXe siècle -XXe), Atlante n. 18, UDL 2023. 

antonella.mauri@univ-lille.fr  

 

Résumé. L’agritourisme est une forme originale de tourisme à la campagne qui s’est développée en Italie 

à partir des années 1980. Il a pour particularité de ne pouvoir être proposé qu’au sein d’une structure 

agricole, par les exploitants eux-mêmes. Le contexte et le paysage rural deviennent un lieu où vivre une 

expérience immersive et relaxante en participant – si souhaité – aux activités de la ferme, et en consommant 

uniquement les produits locaux. Grâce à l’agritourisme qui, à ce jour, compte plus de 20 000 entreprises, la 

campagne italienne a pu sauver une part très importante des bâtiments ruraux historiques en garantissant 

ainsi la survie de l’agriculture traditionnelle dans des zones difficiles. Bon nombre de ces structures sont en 

effet situées là où il n’est pas possible de développer une agriculture à grande échelle, comme à la montagne. 

Ainsi, beaucoup se sont aussi spécialisés dans la cultivation de l’élevage d’espèces rares, protégées ou en 

voie de disparition car inadaptées aux logiques du marché (trop fragiles, peu productives, difficiles à 

transporter, etc.). L’agritourisme privilégie des systèmes d’exploitation agricole de petite taille, l’intégration 

avec l’environnement (forêts, lacs, bord de mer). Leur proximité – constante en Italie – avec des villes d’art, 

des villages typiques et des bourgs anciens, sans surtourisme car moins visités que les destinations 

traditionnelles, permet aussi de profiter du volet culturel, tout en apportant aussi des retombés positives à 

ces lieux. De ce fait, l’agritourisme est un phénomène qui est en train de prendre pied dans de nombreux 

autres pays. 
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29. Geoconservation and geotouristic potential of the northern Syunik region based on the Sisian 

lacustrine diatomites 

 

Taniel DANELIAN, Université de Lille, France 

Ivan GABRIELYAN, A. Takhtajan Institute of Botany of the National Academy of Sciences of RA 

 

Taniel Danelian is Professor of Paleobiodiversity and Paleoenvironments at the University of Lille since 

2008. He teaches at the Department of Earth Sciences of the Faculty of Science & Technology, mainly 

general geological courses at Bachelor level and more specialized courses in Paleontology, Biostratigraphy 

and paleoenvironmental reconstructions at Master level. He has been conducting geological and 

paleontological research in Armenia since 2004, while he was Associate Professor at the University Pierre 

& Marie Curie (Paris 6, currently Sorbonne University). This collaboration has resulted in the supervision 

of three Armenian co-tutorial PhD students, several Master students and the publication of over forty 

articles co-authored with Armenian colleagues. During the years 2020-2025 he was the director of the Lille 

Institute on Environmental Sciences and deputy director of the Research Unit Evolution-Ecology-

Paleontology. Since 2011 he is foreign member of the Armenian Academy of Sciences.  

 taniel.danelian@univ-lille.fr 

 

 

Ivan Gabrielyan is Leading Researcher atthe A. Takhtajan Institute of Botany of the National Academy of 

Sciences of RA. He has been conducting geological and paleontological research in Armenia since 1989. 

He specialized at the Komarov Institute of Botany in St. Petersburg, where he became a senior researcher 

in 1996. From 1995 to 1997, he participated in and led several international paleontological expeditions in 

Kazakhstan and Western Siberia. He then collaborated with Chinese and German paleontologists, studying 

Quaternary, Neogene, and Paleogene fossil floras. Since 2004 he has been collaborating with French 

paleontologists, and has lectured at the University of Lille. He has authored approximately 70 scientific 

papers in the fields of botany, paleozoology, and paleobotany. In 2020, he opened and currently heads the 

Department of Paleobotany at the Institute of Botany in Yerevan. 

 ivangabrielyan100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Abstract. The Syunik region has a diverse geology and a complex geodynamic evolution that led to the 

formation of large paleolakes, rich in fossiliferous remains, some of which are unique in their 

paleontological value and may become important geotouristic destinations. How can we best preserve some 

important geosites and transform them to educational and fun destinations in order to encourage part of the 

tourists visiting the Tatev monastery to spend a few extra days for the discovery of northern Syunik? Our 

communication focuses on the extraordinary and diverse paleoflora preserved in the Sisian lacustrine 

diatomites. The paleobotanical remains (leaves, seeds, spores and pollen) preserved in the impressive 

laminated diatomaceous deposits allow to reconstruct the vegetation changes in the area (forest vs steppes) 

in response to the climate changes that occurred in the recent past. The Sisian paleolake existed between 

ca. 1.35 million and 900,000 years ago, allowing us to trace for nearly 400,000 years the evolution of the 

fauna and flora that used to live in the area and their response to climate change. This region has the potential 

to illustrate to the public the way in which the observed landscape may be explained by tectonic and 

volcanic events and the dramatic glacial-interglacial climate shifts; it can also allow to illustrate how the 

paleolake dynamics shaped the distribution of the regional flora and fauna and make a possible link to the 

migrations of the first human settlements in the Lesser Caucasus.  
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30. De l’œnotourisme à l’éco-œnotourisme : L’acte 2 de la révolution touristique du secteur Vin de 

Bordeaux. 

 

Stéphane BADET, Agrocampus Bordeaux Gironde, France 

 

Stephane Badet holds an agricultural engineer degree, speciality Rural Economy from Bordeaux Sciences 

Agro, and Higher Certificate of Aptitude of Professoring double skilled Business and corporate 

management. His name has been on the expert list of french ministry of Agriculture as an expert of 

economic performance and agroecological transition in vine, wine and spirits sector. His teaching is focus 

on management, marketing, business, trade, tourism, agroecological transition in technical management to 

students or professional crew for French Ministry of Agriculture and University of Bordeaux. He is 

currently the coordinator of many technical, pedagogical and professional projects. He is in charge, 

involved and advice in many international cooperation programs for region Nouvelle Aquitaine, french 

embassies and ministries, for UN-FAO and professional associations in many countries. He also lectures at 

various locations around the world, such as South America, Caucasus or Balkans regions. He is publishing 

technical articles in some professional medias on current situation in these countries. Fields of expertise in 

wine and spirit sectors: trade, business, corporate and technical management, markets, tourism, 

communication, teaching, coaching, consulting, support and advice 

stephane.badet@formagri33.com  

 

Résumé. Bordeaux, vignoble puissant de renommée mondiale est longtemps restée éloignée des 

opportunités du tourisme et de l’œnotourisme de la fin du 20ème siècle. Malgré un intérêt tardif, le tourisme 

à Bordeaux, est devenu ces 30 dernières années, un moteur important de commercialisation et de 

communication du secteur Vigne-Vin et une des destinations les plus convoitée au monde. Ce succès (4 

millions de visiteurs/an) rapide et spectaculaire a été l’acte 1 de cette diversification majeure de la place de 

Bordeaux. Aujourd’hui, afin de ne pas rester qu’une destination à la mode des années 2010, de trouver des 

alternatives à la crise mondiale que connait le marché du vin, de lutter contre le « Bordeaux Bashing », et 

de répondre aux injonctions sociétales de transition agroécologique, Bordeaux réinvente son offre 

touristique et oenotouristique en la verdissant, en l’inscrivant dans la résilience et la durabilité. Ou comment 

Bordeaux passe du rouge au vert. 

 

 

31. L’agritourisme comme levier de développement rural en Arménie : l’expérience de la région du 

Tavouch 

 

Jacques BAHRY, Président d'honneur du FFFOD (Forum français pour la formation ouverte et à 

distance), France 

 

Jacques Bahry holds a Master's degree in Philosophy as well as a Master's degree in Educational Sciences. 

Worked at UNESCO on educational television in Africa. The bulk of his career was spent in the human 

resources sector, where he served, for approximately thirty years, as the Director General of a major 

engineering and technical school called CESI. Currently is Honorary President of the FFFOD (French 

Forum for Open and Distance Learning). Was awarded the Legion of Honor for having created the first 

dual-system engineering training program (apprenticeship). 

bahry.jacques@gmail.com  

 

Résumé. Cette intervention est dédiée à la transformation économique des communautés rurales en 

Arménie à travers le développement de l'agritourisme. Actuellement, alors qu'environ 40 % de la population 

arménienne réside en zone rurale, l'agritourisme s'impose non seulement comme une destination touristique, 

mais aussi comme un levier stratégique visant à freiner l'exode rural et à valoriser le patrimoine culturel et 

gastronomique local. 
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Dans le cadre de ce rapport, une attention particulière sera accordée au projet « Développement de 

l'agritourisme au Tavouch », lancé en janvier 2025 grâce à la coopération entre le Département des Hauts-

de-Seine et le Fonds Arménien de France. 

Les points clés de l'intervention : 

• Impact économique : Comment l'agritourisme génère-t-il des sources de revenus complémentaires 

pour les agriculteurs ? 

• Facteur social : L'engagement des jeunes et la revitalisation de la vie communautaire. 

• Le réseau « Cœur Vert » : L'expérience réussie de 12 exploitations agricoles dans 8 localités du 

Tavouch et la vision d'étendre ce réseau à 30 exploitations d'ici 2027. 

• Perspectives : Faire de la région du Tavouch un centre agritouristique répondant aux standards 

internationaux. 

Synthèse : L'intervention démontrera que la combinaison des traditions agricoles et des modèles 

touristiques innovants est la clé de la résilience et du renforcement des régions arméniennes. 

Pourquoi est-ce important pour l'auditoire ? 

Les participants acquerront une compréhension pratique de la manière dont la coopération internationale et 

le potentiel local peuvent s'unir pour créer un produit touristique durable, bénéfique tant pour l'économie 

que pour la préservation de l'identité. 

 

 

 

 
32. L'émergence d'un récit entre terroir et géologie dans la région viticole de Tokaj 

 

Krisztina Albert, chercheuse associée, LADYSS , Université Paris Cité 

 

Krisztina Albert obtained a bachelor’s degree in economics and management with a specialization in 

tourism in 2007 from the University of West Hungary. She then enrolled in a master’s program at the 

University of Angers, focusing on culture, heritage, and tourism. She completed her master’s degree in 

2014, and two years later began a PhD at the “Atelier Centre franco-hongrois en Sciences Sociales” 

laboratory at Eötvös Loránd University. During her doctoral studies, a cotutelle agreement was established 

between Eötvös Loránd University and Paris 8 University. This led her to join the LADYSS laboratory 

(Dynamiques Sociales et Recomposition des Espaces) in Paris as a PhD candidate. Her research focused 

on the process of inscribing the Tokaj and Champagne wine regions on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

She defended her thesis in geography in February 2023 and joined FranceAgriMer, a public institution 

under the supervision of the French Ministry of Agriculture. 

krisztina.albert12@gmail.com  

 

Résumé : La notion de terroir, d'un côté, demeure une source d'interrogation dans le milieu scientifique, et 

de l'autre, c'est au nom de sa mise en valeur que les producteurs du vin ont adopté des techniques de 

protection de l’environnement (Barrey, Teil, 2011, 3). En effet, si le terroir est défini comme un ensemble 

de facteurs géoclimatiques, humains et techniques, un effort important a été mis en place les dernières 

années pour comprendre ou redécouvrir la géologie d'un « terroir » et son influence sur le vin. La région 

viticole de Tokaj, en Hongrie, inscrite sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en 2002, est reconnue pour ses 

conditions environnementales particulièrement propices à la production de vins spécialisés, notamment 

l’aszú, un vin liquoreux. Si une première classification des « terroirs » remonte au XVIIIe siècle, la 

valorisation de cette logique de classification et de hiérarchisation s’est réapparue dans les années 2000. 

Elle a été portée par une nouvelle génération d’acteurs, dans un contexte de recul des marchés des vins 

liquoreux. En effet, les caractéristiques géologiques ont été mis en avant à travers l'architecture, les 

dégustations, l'étiquetage des bouteilles ainsi que les offres touristiques et culturelles, allant jusqu’à 

proposer une nouvelle échelle de valeurs des vins. Dans la première partie de cette communication, je 
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présenterai la montée en importance du caractère géologique dans le récit territorial de la région viticole de 

Tokaj, ainsi que les controverses qu’il peut susciter entre les acteurs de la région. Dans un second temps, 

j'aborderai l'utilisation de ce récit en tant que moteur essentiel de la résilience territoriale. 
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Abstract. This article discusses the development prospects of the Syunik region within the context of 

tourism and sport integration, framed by modern concepts of sustainable territorial development. The 

relevance of the research is driven by the strategic necessity for the comprehensive utilization of Syunik’s 

rich natural resources, exceptional mountain landscapes, and cultural heritage. In such conditions, the 

combination of tourism and sport is viewed not only as a form of intersectoral interaction but as a key tool 

for economic diversification, territorial attractiveness, and the promotion of community vitality. The aim of 

the research is to identify the potential for integrating tourism and sport in the Syunik region from the 

perspectives of economic activation and the strengthening of social capital. The study was conducted using 

a systemic analysis methodology, based on an examination of scientific literature, strategic documents, and 

official statistical data. This approach allowed for an objective assessment of the region's current position, 

existing infrastructural capabilities, and primary development trends. 

The analysis indicates that deepening the interconnections between the sport and tourism sectors – 

specifically through the development of adventure, ecological, and active outdoor sports – creates 

innovative development opportunities for the local economy. The study concludes that the full realization 

of this potential requires the implementation of effective management mechanisms, infrastructure 

modernization, and the improvement of transport accessibility. The latter entails not only the reconstruction 

of the road network but also the stabilization of air communication and the development of intra-regional 

logistics, which will reduce barriers caused by distance factors. Thus, the systematic integration of the 

sporting component into the tourism product can contribute to the establishment of the Syunik region as a 

competitive and recognizable destination, combining territorial uniqueness, active recreation opportunities, 

and sustainable development principles. 
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